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Ars Memoriae – The 
Memory Studies Reading 
Group 2023/24

Shivani A Pillai, DPhil Candidate (Faculty of English) 
Malavika P Pillai, DPhil Candidate (Faculty of English) 
Smriti Verma, DPhil Candidate (Faculty of English)



Our Aim 

• Started in Hilary Term 2024, our reading group’s main aim is to promote and generate awareness about 

memory studies. We believe that memory studies is not just a discipline but a way of  thinking, and we 

wanted to share this with as many people as possible. 

• Synthesise memory studies scholarship with purposeful cultural analysis. 

• To create a space where everyone can reflect on the role and purpose of  memory in their own research 

and how it can help us think clearly and critically about contemporary issues around the world. 



Our Reading Group Sessions

• We had eight sessions in Weeks 2,4,6 & 8 of  Hilary and Trinity Terms 2024. 

• We interrogated memory in four literary texts across different genres, namely, The Memory Police (Yoko 

Ogawa), The Shadow Lines (Amitav Ghosh), The Glass Menagerie (Tennessee Williams), and The Year of  

Magical Thinking (Joan Didion). 

• Each text was paired with memory studies scholarship to facilitate discussions. 

• Adopting a multimodal approach, we also interrogated memory in paintings and discussed the 

memory politics behind famous monuments and memorials, ranging from Mount Rushmore (USA), 

the African Renaissance Monument (Senegal), to Valle del Cuelgamuros (Spain). 

• For our marquee event, we had writer Sally Bayley do a performance-cum-reading from her trilogy 

for us in Trinity Term. 



Impact & Future Plans

• Our participants were from across the various strands of  the Humanities Division, facilitating 

enthusiastic and meaningful discussions about the function of  memory in today’s world. 

• We co-designed and taught an 8-week module entitled ‘Worlds of  Memory’ for a visiting student as a 

part of  Worcester College’s Visiting Student Programme (VSP). 

• Moving forward, we are looking to organise events in collaboration with other TORCH Networks 

and student groups across the University. 

• For Michaelmas Term 2024, we will be reading Persepolis (Marjane Satrapi) in weeks 3, 4, 6 & 8 

through the lens of  memory and exile, as well as looking at a host of  short films. Come to our 

sessions!



Some pictures











Thanks!
Do you have any questions?

ars.memoriae.oxford@gmail.com

Twitter/X: @ars_memoriae_ox

mailto:ars.memoriae.oxford@gmail.com
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The Ancient 

Anatolia Network
Dr Michele Bianconi



Who we are and what we do

• Interdisciplinary Network for the promotion of  Anatolian Studies: 

Linguistics, Literature, History, Archaeology, Cultural Studies.

• People: four leads, ~20 Oxford-based members, ~ 15 student 

members, mailing list of  600+ members (academics, students, 

members of  the public).

• Seminars, reading groups, summer schools, outreach days.

• Build partnerships and foster collaborations within and outside

Oxford.



Anatolian Languages and Linguistics Summer School
• 18-22 June 2024, Oxford and Zoom

• Four modules, 30 hours of  tuition

• Circa 100 participants: 60 in-person and 40 online.

• Bursaries (ICS, PhilSoc, and Oxford): 36 applications, 12 awards

Ancient Anatolia Day
• 17 June 2024, Oxford and live-streamed

• Circa 250 participants: 90 in-person and 260 online.

• Free, but contributions accepted to cover lunch

Anatolian Seminar
• Two talks/conversations per term, hybrid format

• Only seminar of  its kind

• Attendance: c. 30 people in-person and 50-100 online (worldwide)

      ☞ venue for broadcasting of  new discoveries in the field

Some highlights



• Network is running between 2023 and 2025.

• After the end of  the network period: expand the Network and 

involve partners on a global scale.

• Carry on with activities and build more partnerships with 

educational and research institutions, both in the UK and 

abroad.

What’s next?



Thank you 

for your 

attention!
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Amir Khosrow Dehlavi (1253–1325):
 A Queer Gaze from the Delhi Sultanate 

By

 Fouzia Farooq Ahmed
Associate Professor, Department of  History, Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad, Pakistan

TORCH/All Souls Global South Visiting Professor, University of  Oxford (2024)



Why is This Novel Worth Writing?

Novel Inspired by the Life of  Amir Khosrow Dehlavi 

(1253–1325)

His Life Provides Insights into the Political, Social and 
Literary Milieu of

 the Delhi Sultanate (Medieval Northern India)

Polymath, Prolific Polyglot Poet, Writer, Sufi, Musician and 
Statesman



Khosrow on Women and Khosrow as Woman

Gender Ventriloquism and Androgyny

Homoeroticism 

Sufi Symbolism



A Poet of Many Contradictions 

Women should lower their gaze and should not 

sit near a man who is not their husband. The 

women who roamed about were not women 

but bitches. Hasht Bahist, 29

Khosrow dressed like a woman and 

danced, wearing dancing bells or musical 

anklets, to please his Sufi mentor.

Bibi Tabha, a prostitute, was humiliated by Khosrow 

who paraded her through the city on a donkey… he 

then brought her to the ruler for punishment. Ijaz-i-

Khusravi Vol. 5 p. 151-2.  

Holy water purifies everything except an 

immoral woman. A debased woman loses the 

confidence of  people...People must not share 

secrets with such women, who are prone to 

evil acts. Matlaul Anwar, 330



Methodology

Speculative History and Critical Fabulation 



Thank You
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INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES 
TO LIVED EXPERIENCES IN THE 
AFTERMATHS OF DISEASES, 
DISASTERS AND DRUGS IN GLOBAL 
HEALTH

Prof. Patricia Kingori, Ethox 
Centre
University of Oxford



EMPIRICAL AIM: 
To document carefully and explore lived 
experiences of time and the temporality of endings 
in global health crises, capturing counter-narratives 
and their implications for future practices, 
responses, and policies of global health. 

NORMATIVE AIM: 
To provide an account of the moral and ethical 
obligations and responsibilities of global health to 
prioritise broader ideas of temporal legitimacy

OUR AIMS



TORCH/BFI KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Searching for the Traces of 
Pandemics and Public Health 
Emergencies in the Archive



Dr Alice Parrinello

• Forgetting and memory in the archive 
(Early stages)

• What type of institutional practices 
might record or omit narratives of 
marginalised voices?

• How do institution deal with the right 
to be forgotten or remembered?

• Focus on empire, women, films & 
photos

TORCH/BFI KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE





Professor Patrick McGuinness
Shin-Shin Ngiam
Ark T: Valuing The Everyday



Adult Creative Writing & Wellbeing Workshops

A collaboration facilitated
by Patrick McGuiness & Shin-shin Ngiam





Theme: 
Valuing 

the 
Everyday

Rich sources of local 
history, stories & objects

Thoughtful writing 
prompts

Building confidence & 
community

Welcoming, relaxed & 
playful space

Scribbling exercises

Participant/facilitator 
modelling
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FANTASY FUTURES



FANTASY FUTURES



FANTASY FUTURES





Professor Abigail Williams
Dr Rachael Hodge
Conversational Learning



CONVERSATIONAL LEARNING

1.Innovation as an idea



CONVERSATIONAL LEARNING

2. Innovation as a process



CONVERSATIONAL LEARNING

3. Innovation as problem solving





Thank you
torch.ox.ac.uk
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