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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET
Central University Research Ethics Committee Reference: Continuing Education (OUDCE) DREC - 2581407
Introductory paragraph 
Sensory Subjectivities is an international interdisciplinary research project based at the University of Oxford under the guidance of Dr Leah R. Clark. 
You are being invited to take part in a research project. Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether you wish to take part. 
Why is this research being conducted? 
Sensory Subjectivities considers how identities and alterity were constructed in early modernity through sensorial experience. Sensoriality in the early modern world was often shaped by cross-cultural encounter and exchange, forged under conditions of colonial and economic expansion and often in sites of competing spiritualities. In many cases, there is limited textual evidence or the textual evidence that survives is biased, often based on Eurocentric/colonial ways of recording, so we our seeking new ways to interpret and study the past as well as change practices on how we tell histories of historic artefacts. For example, wall labels in museums tend to offer one interpretation for an artefact, not reflecting the diversity of historic experience. Our research group is devising new research methodologies to examine past artefacts through sensorial experience, working with diverse audiences to gauge different responses to historic objects. 
Why have I been invited to take part? 
· You have been chosen because your insights into how to interpret these objects today are particularly important, for providing a variety of responses from different subject positions (gender, ethnicity, religious/cultural background, a range of abilities, sexual orientation etc.).
· We are seeking perspectives from a variety of different groups such as the blind and partially sighted, those who might have cultural or religious links to these artefacts, and anyone who is interested in providing their own subjective response to a historic artefact. 
Do I have to take part? 
It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. You are free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason but any data that has already been processed or published cannot be retracted. Withdrawing from the study will not affect your legal rights. 
What will happen to me if I take part in the research? 
· You will be asked to engage with historic artefacts and consider different questions as well as activities around that artefact (using the sensory artefact toolkit)
· The toolkit has a number of activities you can choose from such as asking you to consider your own positionality or to imagine the positionality of a historic beholder (this might include getting you to reflect on your own gender, race, sexual orientation or religion) or asking you to write a creative response to a historic artefact or situation.
· We will collect feedback on how the toolkit is working and record this (either via a form or by collecting this in a focus group), but this will be recorded pseudoanonymously. Should you wish to share the output of your activity (a drawing, personal response, creative response) this will be stored pseudoanonymously and may be used in a publication or to contribute to our research. 
· The focus group might take 1-2 hours; the toolkit can take as long as you wish to engage with it, but it can vary from 30 minutes to 2 hours.
· Participating in the focus group does not require you to take part in the toolkit; if only oral feedback is given, there will be no textual traces.
· You may opt out during the focus group to not take part.
What are the possible disadvantages and risks in taking part?
	Questionnaires/ interview questions
	Potential for distress (you may be asked to reflect on your positionality in relation to gender, race, religion, sexual orientation or culture; should this make you uncomfortable you can skip this activity)


Are there any benefits in taking part?
Your participation will contribute to a more diverse approach to (art) history and will help how we communicate diverse subject positions of the past, in teaching, in publications and in museum displays. This will provide an opportunity for different interpretations and different voices for the display, research and interpretation of historical artefacts, making (art) history more accessible. You will also have the opportunity to learn about historic artefacts and contribute to their interpretation.
[bookmark: _[Optional_–_this]There will be no payment for taking part in this research. 
What information will be collected and why is the collection of this information relevant for achieving the research objectives? 
· Feedback will be collated and used in research papers and publications
· Data will be held in a password protected secure site at Oxford University 
· Data will be analysed to evaluate the toolkit and to document different perspectives on historic artefacts
· Feedback and responses will be retained three years after publication or public release of the work of the research on a password protected SharePoint site at Oxford University.
Will the research be published? Could I be identified from any publications or other research outputs?
The findings (including direct quotations) from the research may be written up and published in journal articles, books, and on our website. We will keep all contributions pseudoanonymous, unless there is a specific request for a participant to be identifiable (in the case of crediting their work). 
Data Protection
The University of Oxford is the data controller with respect to your personal data, and as such will determine how your personal data is used in the research. The University will process your personal data for the purpose of the research outlined above. Research is a task that is performed in the public interest. Further information about your rights with respect to your personal data is available from the University’s Information Compliance website at https://compliance.admin.ox.ac.uk/individual-rights.
Who has reviewed this research?
This research has received favourable opinion from a subcommittee of the University of Oxford Central University Research Ethics Committee. (Ethics reference: Continuing Education (OUDCE) DREC - 2581407). 
Who do I contact if I have a concern about the research or I wish to complain? 
If you have a concern about any aspect of this research, please contact Dr Leah R. Clark, leah.clark@conted.ox.ac.uk and we will do our best to answer your query. We will acknowledge your concern within 10 working days and give you an indication of how it will be dealt with. If you remain unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, please contact
The University of Oxford Research Governance, Ethics & Assurance (RGEA) team at rgea.complaints@admin.ox.ac.uk or on +44 (0)1865 616480.
Further Information and Contact Details 
If you would like to discuss the research with someone beforehand (or if you have questions afterwards), please contact: 
Dr Leah R. Clark, 
Oxford Lifelong Learning
1 Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA
leah.clark@conted.ox.ac.uk
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